
Who is speaking? 





The Allegory of the Cave 





Means	What?	

•  Myth 
•  A story that was told in an ancient culture 

to explain a practice, belief, or natural 
occurrence (Merriam-Webster) 

•  The word myth stems from a root which 
means ‘utterance’  

•  From the Greek word ‘mythos’ 



Joseph	Campbell	on	Star	Wars	



•  “From which life and death, real and 
imaginary, past and future, communicable 
and uncommunicable, height and depth; 
are no longer seen as contradictory” 
Andre Breton 

	



Once upon a time…	

•  Invisible to Visible  
•  Infinite to Finite 
•  Outer to Inner 
•  Body/Mind– Word/World 
•  Something-that-is to Everything-that-was 

to Nothing-that-was-not 



Invisible to Visible  
	



The Rig Veda 
At first was neither Being nor Nonbeing. 
There was not air nor yet sky beyond. 
What was wrapping? Where? In whose 
protection? 
Was Water there, unfathomable deep? 
 
There was no death then, nor yet deathlessness; 
of night or day there was not any sign. 
The One breathed without breath by its own 
impulse. 
Other than That was nothing at all. 
 
Darkness was there, all wrapped around by 
darkness, 
and all was Water indiscriminate,  
Then that which was hidden by Void, that One, 
emerging, 
stirring, through power of Ardor, came to be. 
 

In the beginning Love arose, 
which was primal germ cell of mind. 
The Seers, searching in their hearts with wisdom, 
discovered the connection of Being in Nonbeing. 
 
A crosswise line cut Being from Nonbeing. 
What was described above it, what below? 
Bearers of seed there were and mighty forces, 
thrust from below and forward move above. 
 
Who really knows? Who can presume to tell it? 
Whence was it born? Whence issued this creation? 
Even the Gods came after its emergence. 
Then who can tell from whence it came to be? 
 
That out of which creation has arisen, 
whether it held it firm or it did not, 
He who surveys it in the highest heaven, 
He surely knows - or maybe He does not! 
 
-Translation by Prof. Raimundo Panikkar  



Three Aspects of the Absolute 
Mehrangarh Museum Trust, Jodhpur 
Rajasthan, 1823 



Something-that-is to Everything-
that-was to Nothing-that-was-not 

 



Navajo	Crea8on	Myths	



Setting into Motion 



The Book of Genesis: the creation of the world 
Miniature from the Bible of Souvigny, Latin manuscript 
12th Century. 



Body/Mind – Word/World 



Vishwarupa 


